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CHILD SAFETY RESTRAINTS 

Statement by Minister for Police 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.08 am]: Mr Speaker, I rise today to inform the house 
of the changes that this government has introduced to protect and preserve the lives of our community’s most 
vulnerable members. These regulation changes, which commence on 1 October this year, will affect the way in 
which infants and children up to the age of seven years are restrained whilst travelling in cars. 

Each year, around 1 300 children are killed or injured on Australian roads so the proposed laws will reduce the 
risk of injury caused by the use of restraints that are unsuitable for a child’s age and size. Seatbelts in cars are 
designed for adults and are not suitable for young children, who are much safer and better protected in purpose-
built and designed restraints and booster seats. Many parents graduate their children to adult seatbelts too early, 
unwittingly compromising their safety in the event of a crash. 

These new laws will also ensure that, where possible, children travel in the back seat of a car, which research has 
determined is the safest position. Where a car has a rear seat or rear rows, children from birth up to four years 
will be prohibited from occupying the front seat of a vehicle and those between four and seven years will only be 
permitted under certain circumstances. To be safe, children require different restraints as their bodies grow. The 
new national rules establish the type of restraint and the safest position according to age. Infants under the age of 
six months must use an approved rearward-facing restraint that is properly fitted to the vehicle and adjusted to 
suit the child’s body and, where the vehicle has a rear row, must not travel in the front seat. Children aged six 
months to four years will require an approved restraint with an inbuilt harness that is properly fitted to the 
vehicle and adjusted to the child’s body. Children aged four to seven years must use either a properly fastened 
and adjusted forward-facing child restraint with an in-built harness or an approved booster seat and be restrained 
with a properly fastened and adjusted seatbelt or child harness. Although children aged seven years and over will 
be able to use an adult seatbelt, as the law currently allows, booster seats are strongly recommended for children 
who weigh less than 26 kilograms and who still fit a booster seat.  

The changes required to enact these laws have taken longer than this government would have liked. However, 
we are confident that the delay has enabled us to assess and improve on legislation introduced in other states and 
to put in place the best possible provisions for child safety restraints.  
 


